
Agenda 
Autumn 2 Update 

1. Actions and matters arising from previous meeting 

2. Lunch 

3. Toilets 

4. Home Learning + Screen time 

5. Vegetarian options 

6. SLTea 

7. SMSAs 

8. Soundbox Music Lessons 

9. Languages 

10. Last minute events 

11. Screen time at school 

12. Parent Workshops 

13. Ideas 

14. Positive Feedback 

AOB 

Parent Ambassador Meeting (2) 

10th February 2026 



You said: 

We did: 

1. 

• Spelling Shed Training 

Sessions for Parents. 

• Virtual/online access for 

meetings/workshops. 

Slides for parent workshops can be 

found on the school website for those 

parents unable to attend the sessions. 



We said: We did: 2. 



Nursery Trips and 

Experiences 

You said: 
Ms McGrath has been busy 

settling the Nursery pupils in 

and has now started to look at 

wider curriculum experiences 

for our Petals pupils’. 

 

Due to the different funding 

options and routes, ‘outside’ 

trips are a challenge, but for 

the Spring Term we have 

some exciting experiences in 

the pipe-line. 

3. 

We did: 



You said: 4. 

We did: 

Can the process to escalate queries be 

shared e.g. names of class teachers, 

followed by head’s of year etc. 

We have created: 



Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Children are hungry at pick up times. 

Some parents are concerned about portion size with regard to lunches.  

SLT are in the lunch hall every day. Along with the SMSAs, we help ensure pupils receive the 

option they have ordered, have the correct portion and also ‘trouble shoot’ any problems.. 

dropped lunch, tears over accidentally ordering the wrong option, dietary queries etc.  

What we don’t do is enforce that 

pupils must eat all their lunch. 

Pupils in EYFS and Yr 1 are 

monitored by lunch staff to ensure 

they eat enough of their meal 

before moving on to their dessert 

but other pupils are simply 

encouraged to eat a ‘little bit 

more’.  

No child leaves hungry unless it 

is their choice to leave a portion 

of their lunch. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have the latest lunch as their lunch 

break is 12:15pm - 1:15pm however, each 

half term the order of the classes is 

switched so no class is ‘always’ eating last. 

Reminder: 



As well as their main option, there 

is an extensive salad bar that 

pupils may choose from and that 

they can visit as many times as 

they like. This includes additional 

options such as: 

- Croutons. 

- Garlic bread 

- Potato salad 

- Pasta salad 

- Carrot and cucumber batons 

- Raisins and sultanas 

- Lettuce 

- Tomatoes 

- Beetroot 

- Pineapple 

- Coleslaw  

- And more! 

Reminder: 



Additional snacks are also purchased at a cost to the school and kept in 

the Pupil Wellbeing Room for any child who comes to school without 

breakfast, does not bring in a break time snack, or who is struggling to 

concentrate/requires a snack in the afternoon.  



3. Toilets: The boys toilets need addressing again. The children have 

mentioned it’s not clean, there’s water on the floor and they smell, 

therefore some children are not using them. 

WE AGREE!!! 



Less than 24 hours later…. 





What are we doing? 

 

- The school takes a zero tolerance approach to poor behaviour in the 

toilets. Any pupil not behaving as they should will have our behaviour 

policy applied:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- An additional cleaner has been employed during the afternoon to clean 

the toilets after lunch as lunchtime is the busiest period. 

 

- School Caretaker often completes a ‘sweep’ of toilets during the 

morning, spraying air freshener, flushing, unblocking toilets  etc. where 

needed. 

 

- We have had confirmation on funding for new toilets to be installed 

across some areas of the school, however, until we are confident pupils 

will use them respectfully, these will not proceed.  



4. Homework – the amount set in Year 2 seems like a lot.  

What is this benchmarked against? 

Home learning expectations are in line with our whole school ethos and values.  
Research shows home learning helps to: improve academic outcomes, encourage study skills and 
independence, ensure parents are aware of what their child has been learning at school and improve 
confidence and participation in class when topics which have been consolidated at home are revisited. 



10. The use of screens for Home Learning 

 

We understand the importance of having a good screen-time balance, that is why our Home 

Learning model is hybrid (some elements require a screen and some do not). Home Learning 

books (which are lined) encourage pupils to put pen to paper and the majority of the home 

learning tasks do not require printed copies – which is better for the environment. However, we 

live in a modern world and there are many benefits from using online resources and platforms: 

 

• Educational platforms (such as TTRS and Spelling Shed) can adapt to each child’s level, 

providing extra practice or advanced challenges as needed. 

• It also allows for instant feedback—students can immediately see whether they’ve 

answered correctly and learn from mistakes (e.g. this is the case with MyMaths). 

• It supports SEND pupils as technology and online learning provides accessibility tools 

such as text-to-speech, voice typing, enlarged text, or interactive learning aids. This also 

helps EAL parents support their children. 

• Research shows that interactive apps, videos, and games can make learning more fun and 

engaging 

Reminder: 
* homework on screens is another topic, many would 

prefer worksheets over screen time videos/Oxford owl 

(its awkward to use on a phone ) and involves a lot of 

messing about for a reading book. Option to have a 

2nd physical instead? 

If parents require access to a tablet in order to access home learning, 

please raise this with your child’s class teacher. 



5. Vegetarian options: More variety for vegetarians?  

1.  

2.  

3.  



6. SLTea    

Children who are awarded the ‘Model Pupil’ certificate at the end of the previous 

term (Autumn) are invited the following term (Spring) to attend SLTea. This is a 

special event in one of the senior leader’s rooms with juice and treats. This 

happens for a different year group each Friday PM until all year groups have 

visited. Please see below the sessions which have taken place so far: 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 5 



7. SMSAs   

Concerns around 

lunchtime supervision. 

Some reassurance 

around the measures 

that are in place. As 

far as we are aware, 

lunchtime is 

supervised by 

volunteers? What 

type of training is 

provided to them? 

 

We have a fantastic 

group of SMSAs who 

work over lunchtime. 

They supervise the 

pupils in the dining hall 

and organise games for 

the pupils to play on the 

playground come rain or 

shine. 



SLT are also out on duty each 

lunchtime and in the halls to ensure 

pupils are engaged in activities and 

making the correct choices.  

We also have a number of teaching assistants, such as Ms Berry, who 

support pupils at lunchtime as well as the PWM Ms Wright and Mrs 

Adamson who run social skills groups and targeted activities at lunchtime. 



Mr Oduyemi and Mr Condison also 

have daily duties at lunch time and 

support pupils through a range of 

different sporting activities on Elm 

and Pine playground.  



8. Soundbox Music Lessons:  

9. Languages:  

At Stanburn, children from Year 3 

upwards learn French. We had also 

hoped to offer Spanish as an extra-

curricular club but due to the lack of 

interest, the club was unable to run. 

Rockschool Watford | Music 

lessons in Watford 

https://rockschool.io/watford/
https://rockschool.io/watford/
https://rockschool.io/watford/
https://rockschool.io/watford/


10. ‘Last Minute’ Events  

As a school we understand everyone has commitments and busy lives so we do our best 

to give as much notice as possible when parents are required to attend events or alter 

their pick up and drop off plans. 

 

However, we are a large school with many moving parts and we always consider all 

possible options before informing parents of plans and in a time of economic unease, we 

must also consider the financial implications of running events e.g. transport and staffing 

or cover costs. As a result, from time to time parents may be asked to pick up or collect 

their children if they would like them to attend different events. Also, we often have to 

work with other schools, services and leaders and our timeline is sometimes impacted by 

the response we have from others. We don’t spring things on parents on purpose – we 

promise! We thank you for your co-operation.   

Taxi costs – 6 seater taxi to Bannisters stadium £80 one way 

 

Mini bus (max 14 pupils) – requires 1 member of staff to drive and must be 

booked 2 weeks in advance to utilise the mini bus scheme. Limited number of 

buses available and they are allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Coach (14 pupils+) – Approx £350 for a return trip to Harrow Arts Centre 

 

Supply teacher costs – Approx £225 

Reminder: 



Communication 



11. Screen Time at school  

There have been concerns over the amount of screen time pupils have at school. The 

only ‘planned’ screen time is for pupils in KS2 which is their daily Newsround time. 

However, with the recent poor weather, some 

classes have been opting to watch programmes 

during wet play. In order to limit the screen time 

across the school, we have asked Pupil Parliament 

to audit the current games their class have and 

organise within their year groups the ordering of 

new wet play games. Each class has a £20 budget 

and hopefully these games will be with us soon! 



12. Parent Workshops 

Parents have asked if workshops can be live streamed?  

 

This is not something we are looking in to but all slides for the workshops are uploaded 

onto our website for any parents unable to attend.  



School photo quality was not the 

best (we agree). We will speak 

with Braiswick and look at our 

options for September 2026. 

Walking bus? 
Gymnastic and Tennis club 

to run after school? 

Can Parent Pay be set up to be more 

in line with Arbor? 

Have Stanburn considered being a 

part of the Young Voices initiative? 

Sibling discount for Wrap 

Around Care 

Could there be a home learning 

folder rather than a book? Sticking 

sheets on to paper seems like a 

waste of resources? 

Could there be 

mindfulness/mental health 

sessions/clubs to help 

pupils understand and deal 

with peer pressure and 

transition? 

Can WAC menus be shared? 

After school club menus are shared every four 

weeks. 

13. 

Can anything be done 

about cars parking and 

idling outside school? 

IDEAS 

Additional Language Clubs? 



POSITIVE FEEDBACK 
 
 
 

Sports competitions are great! 

Forest School is a great 

initiative! 

Range of clubs is great! 

Amazing opportunities for our pupils. 

- Bikeability 

- Forest School 

- Trips 

- PTA events 

We appreciate this takes extra time 

and effort but the buzz it creates for 

the children and the new skills they 

are learning is great! 



AOB 

- Pupils are tested each term and then report cards are written 

and given to parents following parent consultations. A longer 

report is then written in the Summer Term. Results are used 

for internal purposes and scores are not formally shared with 

parents. 

- Year 6 are tested half-termly and results are shared with 

pupils. 

- Behaviour policy has not changed however communication 

to parents has been modified following physical incidents as 

parents have requested not to be told this information on the 

playground.  

- Club pick up congestion. We have a plan! Parents will be 

brought into Pine playground now and each club will have a 

designated pick up point. 


